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THE 


PRINTER 


TO. HE 


READER. 


Thought it not amiſſe to give thee 


+ Short account of the occaſion 


of the writing oftheſe papers. 
 WhenHisMajeſtie was inthe Scottish 


umy,He was much preſſed to give way 


— — 


ito the altering of the Governement 
j« the Church of England from that 
iy Bisshops under which it hath ſtood 


wer {ence it was a Church, to that by 


ſreſbyceries. 


Beforehe could introduce ſ6 oreat a 


thange he deſired that the lawfulnes, of 
bot Governements might be freelic 


ind freindly debated betwixttwo of his 
thaplains, and two others whom they 
lnould appoint. 

| Burthis would not be granted Him, 
A 2 yet 


yet their] importunirie ceaſed notwhers | 
fore His Majeſtie, who proceeded not. wil 
_ out of Paſſuon but according LO Reaſon , 
was forced him ſelfe alone, none of his 


Divines being ſuffered to come neare' | 


him, nor ſo much as an amanuenſis to. 


byterie, againſt M* Alexander Hen der-" 
ſon, accounted one ofthe Prime, and 
moſtlearned men amongſt them, and 
as ſuch; ; deputed by them to cooviad 
the Kings judgement, that ſuch an al 


teration was not onlic lawtull, but all 
neceſlarie. 


On whole fide there is found moſf 
ſtrength of Reaſon | leave it to wy | 2 
impartiall judgement , when thou haſt | 


carcfullie veruſed., and weighed theſe. 
Papers:which I heare preſent unto theg | 
from the true originall writen vith | 
His Ros own hand. Tarowell. . 


help him to write,undertooke the quar- 
rel of Epiſcopacie before that of Pref. | 


For MF. Alex. Hendnſon. : 


Bid MAjES TIES 5 ff Paper 


FED - Sna 4 


te. | Hendnſon, 
22S Know very well whata great diſ- 


&Y an Argument in Divinity with fo 


CGSREF able and learned a man as your 


KF, it heing your , not My pro- 
| ſeſſion ; which really was the cauſe that made 
' Me deſire to hear ſome learned men argue My 


Opinion with you, of whoſe abilities 1 might 


be confident , that Ishould nor be led into an 
| Errour, for want of having all, which'could be 
aid, layed open unto Me : For 'indeed, Ms 
humour jsfuch., that I am ftill partidll: for that 
fide, which Tim aginc ſuffers forthe weaknefſ> 
of thoſe that mainraine it'; alwayes thinking 
that equall Champions would caſt the bal- 
lauce on the other part ;*Yet fince that you 
(thinking that it will fave time) defire to ,goe 
another ay , Ishall not conteft with you in 
it, but tating you as MyPhyfitian, give you 
Az; leave 


&? advantage it is for Me , to maintain 
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thought fitto warne you, leſt if you, (not) 
Should be miſtaken in this, you would be faine 
(in a manner) to begin anew. 


Then know that from My Infancy I was ; 


bleft withthe King My Fathers love, which, 
I thank God, was an unvaluable happinefſe 


to Me, all his dayes, and among all his cares 


for My education , his chief was, to ſettle Me 
_ in Religion; in the true Knowledge of 


which, he made himſelffo eminent to all the 


World, that, Iam ſure, none can call in que- 


Kion the brightneſfſe ofhis Fame in that parti» . | 


cular,without Shewing their own ignorant, baſe 
Malice : He it was, who laid in Me the Grounds 


of Chriſtianity, which tothis day I have been. 


conſtant in; ſothat whether the worthinefle 


of My Inftructor be conſidered, or the, not 
few, years that I have been ſetled in My Prin- 


Ciples ; it ought tobe no ſtrange thing, it it 


be found no eafie work, to make me alter 
them: and the rather, that hitherto, I have. 


(according to S.Pauls rule, Rom. x 4-22.) been 


happy in not condemning my ſel, in that thing. 


. which Jallow: Thus havipg shewed you bow, 


it remajnes, to tell you what, I believe, in re- 


lation to theſe preſent miſerable diftraQi- 
"Ons. - 


No one thing made Me more reverence the 
Reformation of My Mother , the Church of 


 Englauas 


leave to take your own way of cure; onely I'* |” 


f +. 


| 
i 
A 
1] 
FE 
# 
; 
. 
> | 
s- ; 


) 


| 
| 
-- 


| 


« 


onely the reforming power ; which with many 


other inducements, made Me alwayes .confi- 
dent that the work was very perfect, as to 


Eflentials;Of which number Church-Govern- 
ment being undoubtedly one, Tput no que- 


tion, bat. that would have been likewiſe alte-. 


red, if there had been cauſe; which opinion 


- of mine, was ſoone turned into, more than, a 
| confidence; when I perceived, that in this 
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| 


particular (as I muſt fay of all thereſt) we re- 


tained nothing but according as it was de- 
| duced fromthe Apoſtles to be the conſtant 


univerſall cuſtome of the Primitive Charch; 
and that it was of ſuch conſequence, as by the 
alteration of it, weshould deprive our ſelves 
ofa lawfull Prieſthood, and then, how the- Sa- 
craments can beduly Adminiſtred, is eafie to 
judge : 'Theſe are the principall Reaſons,which 
make Me believe thar Bishops are neceſſary for 
a Church, and, Ithink, ſufficient for Me (if I 


had no more)not to give My conſent for their. 


expulſion out of England; but I have another 
obligation, rhat, to my particular, isa no lefſe 


| tie of Conſcience ; which is My Coronatton 


Oath : Now if (as'S. Paul ſaith , Rom.14.23.) 
be that daubteth damned if he cate, what can I 
E.- ____expect, 


HuMAaJESTIESfirſt Paper, 2 
England, than that it was done (according to- 
the Apoſtles defence, Aﬀs 24.18.) neither with 
multitude, nor with tumult, but legally and Ot. 
derly; and by thoſe, whom I conceive to have 
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4 HiMajzsTirs firſt Pape, | | 
expect, if Ishould, notonely give way know. * |' 
ingly to My Peoples finning , but likewiſe be 
perured My felt > OH 
: Now conſider , ought I not to keep My ſelfe 
1.4: from preſumptuous ſmnes {and you know who 
layes,What doth it profit a man, though he should -\ 
gaine the whole world , and looſe his owne Soul? 
Wherefore My conflant maintenance of Ep1/- 
ropacy 1n England, (where there was never ally 
other Government fince Chriftianity was * 
in this Kingdome) Me thinkes, should be ra- 
ther commended than wondered at; My Con- 
ſcience direCting-me to maintaine theLawes of + ,, 


. 


% 


% Fo: =y 


the Land; Which being onely My endeavours © 
at this time, I defire tro know of you , what | tc 

warrant there us in the Word of God, for Subjects | it 

to endeavour to force ther Kings Conſcience | n: 

or to make him alter Lawes againſt his will ? If * | 

this be not My preſent caſe, I shall be glad to | ft 

| bemiſtaken; or, if My Judgement in Religion | ] 

hath been miſled all this time, Ishall be wil- | h; 

S:>, ling to be better directed : till when, you muſt | n 
Ee? excuſe Me, to be conſtant to the Grounds | (i 

WIE which the King My Father taught Me. —— | 
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fi Newcaſtle, 
May 29.1646 = ——F 
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For His MajzsTix, . 
Mr. Alexander Henderſon's fiſt Paper 
< __ : | TN, 


I, ] T is your Maj eſties royall goodnefle, and 


not my merit, that hath made your Maje- 


ſty to conceive any opinion of my abilities ; 


which ( were they worthy of the ſmalleſt reſti- 


mony from your Majeſty) ought in all duty to 
| be improved for your Majeſties ſatisfaction. 
And this I intended in my coming here at this 
time,by a free, yet modeſt expreffion of the true 
motives & inducements which drew my minde 
tothe diſlike of Epiſcopal Governmer, where- 
| in I was bred in my younger yearesat then- 
| niverſity. Like as 1did apprehend that it was 
| not your Majeſties purpoſe to have the Que- 
| ſtion diſputed by Divines on both fides; which 


| have undertaken along; and which ſeldome or 
never hath proved an effeCtuall way , for fin- 


| torelinquish their former Tenents , Dum res 
tranſit @ judicto inafetum; witneſſe the Pole- 
micksbetween the Papiftsand us, and IONS 


our ſelves,about the matter now in hand , theſe 


| many yeares paſt, bs 
_ 2. Str, When 1 confider your Majeſties edu- 
Cation under the hands offuch a Father, the 


4— — — engl 


| 1 would never (tothe wronging of thecauſe). 


| ding of truth, or moving the minds of Men 
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ajeſty hath * 


length of time wherein your M 
been ſetled in your principles of Church-Go- 
vernment;the Arguments which have continu- 


ally in private and publique,eſpecially of late 


at Oxtord , filled your Majeſties eares for the 


| Divineright thereof; your Coronation Oath; 


and divers State-realons which your Majeſty 


 dothnot mention:1doe not wonder,nor thinke 


it any ftrangething,that your Majeſty hath not 
at firſt given place to a contrary impreſſion. I 


remember that the famous ſoannes Picus Mi-. 
 randula proveth by irrefragable Reaſon(which 


no rationall man will contradi&t) Thatno man 
hath ſo much power over his owne underſtan- 
ding, as to make himſelfe believe. what he will, 


_ or to thinke that to be true, which his reaſon 


telleth himis falſe; much lefle is it poſsible for 
any man to have his reaſon commanded by the 
will, orat the pleaſure ofanother. 

2, It isatrueſaying ofthe Schoolemen, Yo- 
luntas imperat intelleffui quoad exercitium , non 
quoad ſpecificationem , Mine owne will , or 
the will of another may command me to thinke 
upon a matter; but no will or command can 
confſtraine me to determine otherwiſe then my 


ſty will acknowledge, (for your Paper profeſ- 


| ſeth no leſſe)that according to the ſaying of 
Ambroſe, Non eſt pudor ad meliarg tranſire , It 


is neither finpe nor shame to change to the 


better 


reaſon reacheth me. Yet $7r,I hope your Maje- .|8I 


M.ALExX:HENDERSON's firſtPaper. 7 
better : Symmachus in one of his Epiſtles (1 


think tothe Emperour T heedg/ius & Valentin- 
an) alledgeth al thoſe motives from education, 


from preſcription of time, from worldly prol- 


 perity , and the flourishing condition of the 
Roman Empire, and from the .Lawes of the 
Land , to perlwade them to conftancy in the 
ancient Pagan profeſſion of the Romans , a- 
gainft the imbracing of the Chriſtian Faith. 
he like reaſons were uſed by the Iewes for 
tor Popery and forthe Papacy it ſelfe, againſt: 
the reformation of Religion, and Church-Go- 


| ſtrength againſt a Change now , than they had 
| in former times. 
| 3. Butyour Majeſty may perhaps ſay, 'That 
| this is pezz7z prenceprr, and nothing elſe butthe 
| begging ofthe Queſtion; and I confefle it were 
| fo, if there can be no Reaſons brought for a 
| Reformationor Change ; your Majeſty reve= 
rencis the Reformation ofthe Church of Eng- 


Pe EEE CI 


© — 20 CANS 


thoſe who had the Reforming Power : and I 
doe not deny bur it were to be wisht, that Reli- 
|gion, wherethere is need, were alwaies Refors 
| med in that manner, and by ſuch power, and 


- 
”_ | OI + uw tt < AS 


[that it were not committed to the Prelats, who 


| have greateſt need tobe reformed themſelves, 
{nor left to the multitude, wham God ftirrethup 
DO OI a when 


Moſes againft Cþrift ; and may be uſed both 


| yernment ; and therefore can have no more 


- land, as being donelegally, and order ly 3 and by 


$ M Ailtx:HrzNDeRksoON's firſt Paper, 
when Princes are negligent: 'Thas did Jaceb re. * 
forme his. owne Family , Moſer deſtroyed the 
golden Calfe,the goodKings of [udah reformed 
the Church in their time : but that ſuch Refor- 
mation hath been perfect, I cannot admit. A/a 


tooke away Idolatry, but his Reformation was 
not perfect ; for Jehoſaphat removed the high 
Places, yet was not his Reformation perfeCt,tor 


it was Hezekiah that bxake the braſen Serpent, 
& Tofab deſtroyed theIdol-Temples,who there- ' 


fore beareth this Flogie, T hat the unto him there 


was no King before him. 1t is too well knowne 
that the Reformation of K.Hen:8.was moſt im- _ 


perfect in the Efſentials of Doctrine, Worship, 
and Government; And although it proceeded 


by ſome degrees afterward,yet the Governmet 


was never reformed, the head was changed, Do- 


minus non Domintum; and the whole limbs'of the * 


Antichriſtian Hierarchy retained , upon what 
ſnaresand temptations of Avarice,and Ambiti- 
on, the great Enchanters of the Clergy , I need 
notexprefle. Itwasa bard ſaying of Romane- 


= 2M Malleus Groſted of. Lincolne, That Reforma» 


tion was not to be expected , n:ft in ore platii 


rruentand: : yet this I may ſay , that the Lao- 
dicean lak-warmneſſe of reformation here. -| 


hath been matter of continued cotmplaints 


to many of the Godly in this Kingdom ; _ 


occaſion of more {chiſme, and ſeparation 
then ever was heard of in any other a” 
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and of unſpeakable grief, & ſorrow to other i; 07 

Churches, which God did bleffe with greater I 
purity of reformation. 'The glory of this great 2 "if 
; worke we hope 1s reſerved tor your Majeſty, 6 _ 
' thatto your comfort, andeverlafting fame the Uo: — 
| praiſe of godly [ofah may be made yours ; | 
| which yet will be no diſpraiſe to your royall 
Father, or Eaward 6. or any other religious -- 
| Princes before you ; none of them having ſo = - 
| faire an opportunity as is now by the ſupreme _ _ 
| providence put into your Royall hands. My - 
{culetrembleth to thinke and to foreſee, what [- _- 


may be the event, ifthis opportunity be neg- = 
| Ieted. Iwill nexther uſe the words of Morde- 6: 
| cay, Ejth.4.14.norwhat Savanarela told ano- BD 
| ther Charles , becauſe I hope bettei things from NH 
| your Majeſty. . of 
| 4. Tothe Argument brought by your Ma- D. 


jeſty(which I believe none of your Do@tors, had 
they. been all about you, could more briefly,and 
yetſo fully,and ſtrongly have exprefled)['T hat 
nothing was retained in this Church but ac- 
| cordzng as it was deduced from the Apofiles 
| tn the conſtant untoerſall prattiſe of the Pri- 
| miutroe Church ; and that it was of ſuch con« . 
'| ſequence , as by the alteration of it , We Should 
deprive our ſelves of the lawfulneſſe of Prieſt=" 
|. hood ( Ithinke your Majefty meanes a lawftull 
Miniftry ) and then how the Sacraments can be 
 edminifired , #5 eafie to guage. ] I humbly offer 
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theſe confiderations : Firſt, what was not in the 
times of the Apoſtles , cannot be deduced from 
them:Welay in Scotland , 1t cannot be brought 
But, that is net there Ben; but ( notto infift now 
_ on a Liturgie , andthings of that kind )there 
was no ſuch Hierarchy , no ſuch difference be- 
twixt a Bishop, and a Presbyter in the times of 
the Apoſtles , and therefore it cannot thence 
be deduced; for I conceive it to be as cleare as 
if it were written with a fun-beame , that Pres- 
byter, and Bishop are tothe Apoſtles one, and 


the ſame thing, no majority, no inequality or 


difference of office, power, or degree betwixt 
the one, and the other , but a meere identity 
inall. 2. 'That the Apoſtles intending to ſet 


downe the Offices, and Officers ofthe Church, 


and ſpeaking ſo often of them, and of their gifts 
and duties, andthat, not upon occaſion, but 
of ſet purpoſe; doeneither expreſſe, nor imply 
any far Paſtor, or Bishop as hath power over 
other Paſtors , although itbe true , that they 
havediſtinctly and particularly expreſt the of- 


fice, gifts , andduties of the meaneſt Officers, 


ſuch as Deacons. 3. That inthe Miniſtery of 
the New Teſtament there is a comely, beauti- 
full, & divine order,and ſubordination;one kind 


of Miniſters both ordinary,& extraordinary be- 
ing placed in degree, and dignity one before 


another, as the Apoſtles firſt, the Evangeliſts, 
Paſtors , Doctors , &c. 1n their owne TT 
ut 
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' bvs we cannot find in Offices of the ſame kind, 

that one hath majority of power , or priority 
| of degree before another ; no Apoſtle above 
| other Apoſtles (unlefle in morall reſpeQs) no 
Evangeliſt above other Evangelifts ; of Dea- 
con above other Deacons ; why thena Paſtor 
| aboveother Paſtors ? In all other ſorts of Mi- 
niſters ordinary, and extraordinary a parity in 
their owne kind, onely in the office of Paſtor an 
' equality. 4. Thatthe whole power, and all 
| the partsofthe Miniſtry , which arecommon- 
' ly called the power of order and juriſdifion, 
 areby the Apoſtles declared to be-common to 
the Presbyter and Bishop : And that Ma. iy. 
16, r7.the gradation in matter of Diſcipline, or 
| Charch-cenſures , is fromone , rotwo , or 
| more ; andifheshallnegle&them, fell itto 
\the Church , heſaith not, tell it to the Bishop; 
; there isnoplace leftro a retrogradation from 


| ' | 
| more to one , were he never ſo eminent. If 


| theſe conſiderations doe not fatisfie, your Maje- 
'ſty may have more,or the ſame further cleared. 
5. Secondly , Ido humbly defire Your Ma- 


 jeſty to take notice of the fallacy of that Argu- 


; met,from the practice of the PrimitiveChurch, 
and the univerſall conſent of the Fathers. It 
[s the Argument of the Papiſts for ſuch tra- 
ditions as no Orthodox Divine will admit. 
| The Law, and "Teſtimony muſt be the Rule. 


We can have no certaine knowledge of the 


univerſal 
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univerſall practice of the Church for many © 
yeares. Euſebius the prime Hiſtorian con- 
fefleth ſo much, 'The learned 7 oſephus Sca- 
lier teſtifieth , -that from the end ofthe A#> 
of the Apoſtles untill a good time after , no _ 
certainty can be had from Ecclefiaſticall-An- 
thors about Church matters. It is true, Dzotrephes | 
ſought the preheminence in the Apoſtles times, 
andthe myſtery of iniquity did then begin to 
work; and nodounbt in after-times ſome puffed ' 


up with Ambition , and others overtaken with 
weakneſle, endeavoured alteration of Church 
Government,but that all the learned and godly 


of thoſe times conſented to fuch a change as 1s 


ralked of afterwards, will never beproved. _ 
6. Thirdly, I willnever think that Your Ma- 


jeſty will deny the lawtulneſle ofa Miniftery,8 - 
the due adminiſtration of the Sacraments in the * 
Reformed Churches, which have no Diocefian _ 
Bishops,fith itis not onely manifeſt by Scrip- | | 


ture, but a great many ofthe ſtrongeſt Champi- 


may otdaine other Presbyters; 8 that Baptiſme 


adminiſtred by a private perſon, waiting apu- 
blick Calling,or by a Midwife , or by a Presby- , 


ter, although not ordained by a Bishop,areone, 
and the ſame thing. —- 


- 7. Concerning the other Argument taken | 
from Your Majeſties Coronation Oath ; T con- 
fefſe , thatboth inthe taking. and keeping of 
SOR PD Ig | , | 20. 


ons forEpilcopacy,doe contefe, that Presbyters | 
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in Oath(ſo 1: acred a thin : is it, and high a 


point of Religion,) much tendernefle is requi- 


red :-and farre be it fromus, who deſire to ob- 
ſerve our owne Solemne Oath, to prefle Your 
Majeſty with the violation of Yours. Yet Sir, I 


will crave your leave, in all humblenefle and 
incerity tolay before Your Majeſties eyes this 
one thing; (which perhaps might require alar- 
ger dicourſe ) that alchough no humane au- 
thority candiſpenſe with an Oath , Quia Rel:- 


go Juraments pertinet ad forum Dwmum; yetin 


| ſome caſes it cannot be denied but the obliga- 


tion of an Oath ceaſeth : As when we ſwear 


homage and: obedience to our Lord and Su- 


periour, who afterwards ceaſeth tobe our Lord 
and Superiour; for then the formall cauſe of the 
Oath is taken away , and therefore the obliga- 
tion, Sublata cauſa tollitur effettus; ſublato relato, 


| collitur Correlatum. Or when any Oath hath a 


ſpeciall reference to the benefit of thoſe to 


| whom I make the promiſe, if we have their de- 


ſent, rhe obligation ceaſeth; becauſe 
all ſuch Oatlis from the nature of the thing, doe 


includea condition. When the Parliaments of 


both Kingdomes, have covenanted for the abo- 


| lishing or altering of a Law , Your Majeſties 


Oath doth not binde You, or Your Conſcience 


to the obſerving ofit; otherwiſe no Lawes could 


be altered by the Legillative Power. This L 
conceive hath been the ground. of removing 


Þ Epiſcopall 
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Epiſcopall Governement in Scotland , and, 
of removing the Bishops out of the Parlia- 
ment of England. And I aſſure my {elfe , that 
Your Majeſty did not intend at the taking 
of Your Oath, that although both Houſes of 
Parliamentshould find an alteration neceſſary, 
although, (which God Almighty avert) You 
Should looſe Your Selfe, & your Poſterity, and 
Crown, that You would never conſent to the 
 abolichingoffucha Lay. If Your Majeſty till 
object,thatthe marter ofthe Oath is neceſſary. 
and immutable; that doth not belong to this, 
but to the former Argument, © | 
s. 1 have-but one word more concerning 
Your Piety to Your Royal! Father , and tea-' 
cher of happy Memory, with which Your Ma-' 
jeity does conclude. Your Majefty knowes that. 


Divine Right; Thar His Majeſty did fweare 
and ſubſcribe to the Doctrine , Worship, and 
Diſcipline of the Church of Scozland; that inthe: 
Preface ofthe latter Edition of Baſilicon Doron,! 
His Majeſty gives an honourableteſtimony to 
thoſe that loved, better. the ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel.than the pomp and Ceremonies of the. 


Church of England , and thathe conceived the 


Prelatsto favour ofthe Popish Hierarchy; and 
that (could his Ghoſt now ſpzake to your Mas 
jeſty)He would not adviſe your Majeſty to rug 
\uch hazards for thole Men who will chuſe 

rather; 


King James never admitted Epilcopacy upon 


wY —— — 


Z iP 

rather to-pu]l downe your 'Throne with their 
own ruine, than that they perish alone. 'The 

Lord give your Majeſty a wiſe and diſcerning 

$pirittochuſethatin tine which is right, 
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Mr. Henderſon , To : 2 


TF it had-'been the Honour of the Cauſe 
*which. I looked after , T would not have 
undertaken -to put Pen to Paper , or fingly 
to have maintained this Argument againſt -you 
[whoſe:Anfwer to my former Paper is ſufh- 
cient, without other proofs, tojuſtifie My op1- 
nion of your abilities) but, it being meerly (as 
you know)*for my particular fſatisfa&tion, 1 
aſſure youthar a Diſpatation of well ' choſen 
Divrines; wortkd-be mott effectuall; and; I be- 

—- | B 2 heye 
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lieve you cannot but grant, that I muſt beſt * 
know, how My ſelfe may be beſt ſatisfied, for 
certainly My Taſte. cannot be guided. by ano. 
thers Mans Palate, and indeed I will ſay ; that 
when it comes ( as it muſt ) to Probations, 1 


muſt have either Perſons or Bookes to cleare the 
Allegations,or it will be impoſlible to give Me 
ſatisfaction : 'The fore-{eeing of which, made 


Me atfirft (forthe ſavingof Time) defire that 


ſome of thoſe Divines. which I gave youin a 
Lift, might be ſent for. - 


ro 


2. Concerning your ſecond SeCtion , I were 


much too blame,ifI should not ſubmit to that 
laying ofS. Ambroſe which you mention , for 
I would beunwilling to be found lefle ingeni- 


ous then youshew your ſelfe to be in the for- ' 
znNcer Part of it; wherefore my Reply Is, that as 


I'snall not be ashamed 7o change for the better, 


ſoI muſt ſee that it is-better before I change, 
otherwiſe inconftancy in this were both finne * 
and Shame ; and remember (what your ſelfe 
bath learnedly enforced) that no mans Reaſon 


can be commanded by another mans Wil, *- + 


3- Yourthird vegins,but I cannot {ay that it 
goes ON, with that Ingenuity ,” which the. other 


did; for Idoe notunderſtand, how thoſe Ex- 


amples Cited out of the-Old Teſtament-do any 


way prove that the way of Reformation; which 


or, thatany other is lawfull, thoſe having beet 
_- at- 


His MAJESTIE Sſecond Paper. %7 
all by the Regall Authority '; and becanſe 
Henry the Eights Reformation was not perfect, 
will it prove that of K. Edward and Q. Eliza- 
th to be unperfect ? I believe a-new moode 
and figure muſt befound out to forme a Syllo- 
riſme , whereby to prove that: but however, 
you are miſtaken; for, no man who truely un- 
derſtands the'E ngl:sh Reformation , will derive 
tfrom Henry the Eight; for he onely gave the 
occaſion; it was his 'Sozne who: began , and 
(Elizabeth that perfeCted it; nor did lever 
zyerre,that the beginning of any Humane A- 
tion was perfect;no more then you can prove 
that Godt hath ever given approbation to 'Multi- 
tudes to Reforme the | Neghgence of” Princes : 
| For , you know .'there is much Difference be- 
tween Permiſs:0n , and: Approbatten : But all 
this timie;T find no Rezfons (according to your 
|?romiſe)fora Reformation , or Change)I mean 
|fnce Q: Zl;abeths time. ) As for.your Roma- 
rorum Malleus his ſaying ;'it is well you come 
jofwith it,.[ yet this may ſay] for it ſeems to 
[imply,as if you neither ought nor would” juſti- 
fie that- blaudy ungodly ſaying : and for your 
]comparing our Reformaizon here-to the Laodi- 
ran lukewarmeneſſs:,- proved by Complaints, ' 
Grievings, &c. allthatdoth , and but unhand- 
lomely;*Petere principtum; nor can Generalls 
tisfie Me ; for, you muſt firſt prove, that 
[thoſe Men hid reaſon to complaine , thoſe 
3 - Churches 


1$ 


truely the Cauſers of this ſchiſme and-fepara- 


_ not, iftime be unneceflarily loft. 
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Churches to be Grieved,, and how we were 


tion: as for thole words which you will not 
uſe,] will not anſwer. - 

4. Here indeed youtruly repeat this firſt of 
My two. maine Arguments; 'but by your fa- 
vour, you take (as I conceive) a wrong way to 
convince Me ; It 15 I muſt make good the Af- 


proved; Inſtead of which: , 'if you had made 
appeare the Praftice. of the Prechyterian G0-- 
wernment 1n_the Primittve times , you: had done 
much ; for Idoe ayerre , that his Government 
was never Practiſed before Calom s time ; the 
Affirmative of which, I leave you to -prove; 
My taske, being to shew the lawfulneſſe, and 
fucceſs1on of Ep1iſcopacy., and, as I believe, the ne-, 
ce{eity of it : Fordoing whereof, I: muſt have 
ſuch Books as I'shall-call for; which: poſlibly | 
ou peruſall, may, one way orothet, give Me 
atisfaction ; but I cannot abſolutely promiſe | 
it, withagt the Aſſiſtance offome learned Man, 
whom I can truſt, to find out all fuch Citati. 
ons, as I have 5g of : wherefore blame Me | 


q 


firmattve, for 1 believe a Negative cannot be « |. 


5. Now for the falacinſueſſ of My + rgth 


ment(to My knowledge)it was never My. pro: 
| Fice, nor doeTconfefle to have begun now; 
Far if the Prafice of the Primitive Churd, 
ang the univerſal ſw the Fathers, be not 
a cole 
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aconvincing Argument , when the / nterpretati« 
on ofthe Scripture is dou btfull, TI know nothing; 
For, if this be not, then of neceſs:ty the In- 
terpretatton of private Spirits muſt bee -ad- 
mitted : the which contradicts Saint : Peter, 
2 Pet. 1. 20. andis the Mother of all Se&s,and 
will ('if not prevented ) bring theſe Kzng- 
domes 10to confuſion ; And foſay , that an Ar- 
- gumentis ill, - becauſe the Paprſts uſe it, or, 
_ that ſuchathing is good, becauſe it is the Cu- 

ftome of ſome of the Reformed Churches ; can- 
' not weigh with Me, untill you prove, theſe to 
be #7fallible-, or that to maintaine no Truth : 
And how Drorrephes ambition ( who directly 
oppoſed the Apoſtle S.Tohn) can be an Argu- 
ment agaiaſt Epiſcopacy, T doe not underſtand. 
6, Whenlam madea Jzape over the Re- 
formed Chirihes, then, and not before, -will I 
cenſuretheir 4#ons;'as you muſt prove, be- 
fore I confelle it , that Presbyters without a Bi- 
Shop,may Lanfiilly ordarn other Precbyters : And 
as for. the Adminiſtration of Baptiſme, as-T 
thinke none will ay , thata Woman can law- Pl 
fully, or-Duly adminifter it , though when, 
done,itbeoatid; ſonone ought to doe it, but 
_ alawfull Pfesbyter ; whom you cannot deny, 
but to be abſolutely neceſlary for the Sacra- 


ment of the Euchariſt, SAGE 2 
_ + 7. Your makealeatned ſuccinet diſcourſe 
of 0athes in generall, and their ſcverall Obliga- 
TY B 4. fiONS, 
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Zong, to which T fully agree ; intending, in the | 

_ particular now in quettion , to be.guided by : 
your owne Rule, which is | when any Oath hath 

. @ ſpectall reference to the Benefit of thoſe to whom 

1 make the Promiſe , if we have their deſire , or 


conſent, the Obligation ceaſeth] Now , it muſt be 


knowne,to whom this Oath hath reference , and 
to whoſe Benefit? the Anſwer is cleare , onely 


to the Church of England; as by the Rec.r.{ will 


| beplainly madeappeare; ard:you much mi. 


take 1n alleaging that the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment ( eſpecially. as they are row conſtituted): 


can havethis D:ſebligatory Power , for , (beſides 


that they are not. named init) Iam confident to 


never did ſubmit no1 was ſubordinate to them; 
and that it was onely the K!ng and Clergy , who 
made the Reformatzon , the Parliament meerly 


ſerving to help to give the Civill Sanftion : 


all this being proved (of which I make 110 que- 
{tion) it muſt neceſſarily follow, that it is onely 


the Church of England (in whoſe favour I took 


this Oath) that can releaſe me from it :where- 
fore when the Church of England (being law- 
fully Aſſembled) shall declare. that.I am free, 


then, and not before, Ishall efteeme My ſelfe 


{o. rt oe” ws X Ee] ef 
8. Toyourlaſt, concerning the King my 


Father, of happy and famous Memory , both 
for his Prety and Learning; 1 muſt tell you, | 
that 


TY | 
*. 


make it clearly appearto you, that this Church. 
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that T had the happineſſe, to know him much 
better then you ; wherefore I defire you, not 
to be too confident, in theknowledge of his 
Opinions; For, Idare fay , shonld his Ghoſt 
now ſpeake, he would tell you, that a Bloudy Re- 
_ formation was never lawfull, as not warranted 
by Goas word, and that Preces 8 la chryme ſunt. 
Arma Eccleſie. | 
9. Toconclude, having replied to all your 
Paper, Icannot but obſerveto you , that you 
have given Me no Anſwer to My laft Quare 
it may be :you are ( as Chaucer ſayes ) like the 


People of England , what they not like , they never 
ds. 47" : butinearneft , that Queſtion is ſo. 


| pertiaent to the Purpoſe in hand , that it will , 


much ſerve for My ſatisfaction; and beſides it 
| may be uſefull for other things. 
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SIR, 


He ſmaller the encouragements be , in re- 


they are, your Majeſty well knowes : the 
more apparent, and, I hope, the more accepta- 


blewill my obedience be, in that which in'all 
humility I now go about , at your Majeſties | 
Command : yet while I confider, that the way ' 


of man isnot in himſelfe; nor is it in man that 


crying and teares, have been openly and inlſe- 
cret offered up in your Majeſties behalte, unto 


God that heareth prayer., I have noreafon to _ 


deſpaire of a bleſſed ſucceſle. 


1. I have been averſe , froma difputation -| 
of Divines, x. For faving oftime ; whichthe 


preſent exigence & extremity of affairs , make 
more then ordinarily pretious ; While Ar- 


ehimeaes at Syracuſe was drawing his Figures 


& Cit- 


lation to theſaccefle , ( which how ſmall 


_ walketh , to direct his owne ſteps; and when 1 
remember how many ſupplications,with ſtrong 


pl 
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& Circlings in the ſand , Marcel/zus interupted 
his demonſtration. 2. Becauſe the common 
reſult of Diſputes of this kinde, anſwerable to vs 
the prejudicate opinions ofthe Parties, is ra- ad +8 
ther Victory then Verity ; while ?anquam ten- _ 
tatiyi Dialettict, they ſtudy more to overcome 
their adverſe Party , then to be overcoine of FO 
| Truth, although this be the moſt glorious Vic= bs 
tory. 3. When I was commanded to come .- Io 
hither; no ſuch thing was propoſed to me, nor 
| expected by me. Ineyerjudged ſo meanly of 
_ the Cauſe, nor ſo highly of my ſelfe, as toven- 
ture it upon ſuch weaknefle: Mach more might 3 
be ſpoken to this purpoſe; but I forbeare. - - i of 
_ 2. will not further rrouble your Majeſty with Es = 
that which is contained in the ſecond SeCftion, —. 
|| hoping that your Majeſty will no more infiſt 158 
| upon Education,preſcription of Time, &c, which Bs 
_ are ſufficient toprevent Admiration, but(which +1 
your Majeſty acknowledges)muſt give placeto 
Reaſon, and are no ſure ground of reſolution of 
| ourFaith,in any point to be believed:: Though 
| itbetrue that the molt part of men m_ theſe 
& thelike , to be the ground and rule of their 
Faith; an Evidence, tvat their Faith is not a Db 
* vinefaith,but an humane Credultity. © -:- 
. 3: Concerning Reformatzon of Religion. in 
the third Section; I had need of a Preface tofo 
thorny a 'Theame , as your Majeſty hath 
_ brought me gpon;1.For the Reforming power;it is 
mmm nn ——— conceived 
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conceived, when a Generall Defection , likea 


deluge , hath covered the whole face of the 
Church, ſo that ſcarcely the tops of the Moun- 
tains doe appeare,aGenerall Councell is neceſ- 
ſary; but, becauſe that can hardly be obtained, 
ſeverall Kingdomes(which we ſee was done, at 
the time of the Reformation) are to reforme 
themſelves,and that by the Authority of cheir 


Magiſtrate, and the People,being before rightly 
informed in the grounds of Religion, lawfully 
Reforme, with in their owne Sphere; and if the 


light Shine vpon all , or the major part, they 


may, afterall other meanes aflayed , make a 
Publique-Reformation. This, before this time, 


Tnever wrote or ſpoke ; yet the Maintainers of |, 
this DoCtrine, conceive thatthey are able to 


make it good. But, Sr, were I wotthy to 
giveadvice to Your Majeſty: , or to the Kings 
and ſupreme Powers onEarth,my humble Opi- 
nio would be, that they shoulddraw the minds, 


tongues, and pens of the learned, todiſpute a- 
boutother matters,then the power or Preroga- 


tives of Kings & Princes; and in this kind, your 


Majeſty hathſuffered and loſt more, then will 


eafily be reſtored to your ſelfe or your Poſteri- 
ty;for along time.Itis notdenied but the prime 


Reforming power,is in Kings atid Princes, Qur- 
615===deficrentibus, it comes to the inferior Mas. 


- viltrate 


Prince, & Magiſtrates: if the Prince or ſupreme 
Magiſtrate be unwilling, then may the inferior 
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oiſtrate, Qubus Deficientibus , it deſcenderh to 
the Body ot the People ; ſuppoſing that there 
isaneceflity of Reformation , and that by no 
meanes it can be obtained of their Saperiors, It 
is true that ſuch a Reformation, is more imper- 


tke&t,in reſpect of the Inſtruments, & manner of 


Procedure;yet for the moſt part,more pure and 


perfeCt inrelation tothe effect & product. And 
tor this end did I cite the Examples of old of 


Reformation by Regall Authority ; of which 
none was perfect, inthe ſecond way of perfec- 
tion, except that of Joſiah. Concerning the ſay- 


| ing of Groſtead, whom the Cardinals at Rome 
confeſt to be a more Godly man , than any-of 


themſelves; it was his Complaint, and Predic- 
tion of what was likely to enſue ,not his defire, 
or Ele&tion, if Reformation could have been 
obtained, in the ordinary way. 1 might bring 
two unpartial Witnefles, Jewell and Bz{ſon, both 
famous English Bishops , to prove, that the tu- 
mults & troubles raiſed in Scotland, at the time 
of Reformation, were to be imputed to the Pa- 


| piſts oppoſing of the Reformatis,borh of Doc. 
trine & Diſcipline , as an Heretical Innovation; 
{ and not to be aſcribed to the Nobility., or Peo+'_ 
| ple,who under God, were the Inſtruments of it; 

intending & ſeeking nothing, butthe purging 


| out of Errour, and ſetling ofthe Truth. 2.Con- 


cerning the Reformation of the Church of 
| England , Iconceive , whether it was begun or 


not, 


\ 
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not, in K. Henry the 8. time, it was not finished 
by Q. Elzabeth : the Father {tirred the humors 
ofthe diſeaſed Church ; but neirher the Sonne 
northe Daughter( although we have great rea- 
fon tobleſſe God for both) did purge them out 
perfetly : This Perfection js yet reſerved for 
your Majeſty : Where it is{aid , zhat' oll this 
trme Tbring no Reaſons , for a farther Change; 
the fourth Section , of my laſt Paper , hath 
many hints of Reaſons againſt Zp:/copall Go- 
vernment , with an offer of more , or clearing, 
of thoſe ;which your Majeſty hath not thought 


fir to take notice of, And learned men, have. 


obſerved many Defects in that Reformation : 
As that the Government of the Church of 
England, (for aboutthis is the Queſtion now ) 
is not builded upon the foundation of Chriſt 


andthe Apoftles ; which they ar leaſt cannot 


deny , who profefſe Church-Government to 


be Mutable and Ambulatory;and ſuch werethe | 


greater part of Archbishops & Bishops in Eng- 


/ang; contenting themſelves with the Conftitu- 


tions of the Church, and the Authority and Mus 


_- Nificence of Princes, till oflate, that ſome few * 
_ have pleaded it to be lure Divino : That the. 


English Reformation hath not perfectly -pur- 
gedoutthe RomanLeaven;which is one of the 
Reafons, that have given ground, to the com- 
paring ofthis Chautch . to the Charch of Eao- 


a:cea,as being neither hot nor cold,neitherPo- 
| pISN 
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pish nor Reformed , but ofa lukewarme tem- 
per, betwixt the two: That it hath depraved the 
Piſcipline of theChurch,by conforming of it to 
| the Civill Policy : 'That it hath added many 


{tituted by the Sonne ofGod; which is as uplaw- 
[full as to take away offices warranted by the 
| Divine Inftitution : And other the like , which 


| Church of England;Mzlr: ad perfeftionem perve- 
' mrent, ntiſijam ſepervemfſſe crederent. 

| 4. In my Anſwer tothe firlt of your Majefties 
[many Arguments,I broughta Breviate offome 


4 
q 


| are one and the ſame in Scripture : from which; 
[by neceflary conſequence ., Idid inferre the 
| regattve ; 'T herefore , no difference in Scripture 
between a Bishop and a Presbyter ; the one 
name ſignifying , Induſtriam Care Paſtoralts ; 


that Pre:sbyterian Government was never prac- 
tſed,before Caluin's time : your Majefty knowes, 


'cainſt:the Reformed Churches ; where was 


your Church, your Reformation,your DoCtri- 


te, before Luther s time? - One part of the com- 
mon Anſwer is,that zt was from the beginning,aud 


Go 
2 


[Presbyterian-Government : And for. provin 


Church Offices, higher & lower, unto thoſe in. | 


| have moved ſome, to apply this ſaying, to the 


|Reaſonsto prave, that a Bizhop and Presbyter , 


the, other , Saptentie Maturitatem , faith | 
Beaa. And whereas your Majeſty averres, 


the common objection of the Papiſts',' a- 


15 tobe found tn Scripture: TheſamelT affirmne of 


of 


ſalem conſiſted of more Congregations then: | - 


| Aﬀembly , upon like evidence of Scripture: ,' 
 Thelike Presbyterian Government had place: 


| banturAaith [ erome ; &S Epiſcopos mag conſuett« 
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of this, the Aſſembly of Drivines at Weſtminſter, N| 
have made manifeſt, that the Primitive Chriſtian \* 
Church at Jeruſalem was governed by a Presbytery x *| 


while they shew, x. Thatthe Church of /eru« © 


one, from the multitude of Believers, from the | 
many Apoſtles, and. other Preachers in that| 
Church, and from the diverſity of Languages *| 
among the Believers. 2. That all thoſe Con-' | 
oregations , were under one Presbyteriall Go- '| 
vernment, becauſe they were, forGovernment, 
one Church, As 1x. 22, 26. Andbecaule that | 
Church was governed by Elders, As 11. 50; 4 
which were Elders of that Church, 8& did meet | 
together for Ads of Government: And the A» 
poſtles themſelves, in that meeting, As 15, 
ated not as Apoſtles, but as Elders; itating the | 


Queſtion, debating it, in the ordinary way of Y. 


diſputat 10n; and haying,by ſearch of Scripture, / | 
found the will of God, they conclude, 7: ſeemed | 


EY 
2 

7 
1 
4< 
, 

.. 
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2; 


Looa[to the Holy Ghoſt andus: which in thejud- Þ 
gement ofthe learned , may beſpoken by any | 


a 
4} ( 
< 


inthe Churches of Corinth, Epheſus, 'Theſſaton- || | 
ca, &c. inthe times of the Apoſtles ; and after { 
them, for many yeares , when one of the Pres- | 
bytery was made Ep:ſropus Preſes , eventhen, . 
Communt Presbyterorum Confilio, Ecclefie guberna- . 


Pe HERE and RN [ A-þOS ww. > 


aint, 


_ 


|. dine, quam Diſpeſitions D-vine veritate , Pres = 
Il byterts eſſe majores , & in Commune debere Eccleſis 
| amregere, 

| F. Farre be it from me to think ſuch a 
| thought, as that your Majeſty did intend any 
| Fallacy,in yoar other maine Argument, from 
| Antiquity. As we are to diſtinguish between /n« 
*| tentio Operantzs, 63 Conditio Operss; lo may wein 
'| this caſe confider the difference «between Inter- 
| tio Argumentantis, & Conattio A rgumentt., And 
where your Majeſty argues , that, if your O- 
| pinion be not admitted , we will be forced to 
l qive place to the Interpretation of private Spt= 
7 rits, whichis contrary to the DoCtrine of the 


] gerous conſequence;I humbly offer to be con- 
| fidered by YourMajeſty , whatſome of chief 
| note among the Papſts thernſelves have taught | 
{| us, Thatthe [nterpretationof Scriptures , and 
1] the Sprrizs whence they proceed , may be cal. 
4 led private , in a threefold ſenſe , x. Ratione 
1 Perſone, ifthe Interpreter be of a private con- 
{4 dition. 2. Ratione Mod: & Meat, when Pers 
 fons, although not private, uſe notthe publique 
:| Meanes which are neceflary for finding out the 
1 Truch , bur follow their owne fancies. 3. 
] Ratrone fins, when theInterpretation is not pro 
] poſed as Anthenticallto bind others, butis in- 
4 tended onely for our owne privarte ſatisfaction. 


| Fhe firſt is not to be deſpiſed;the ſecond is to be - 


GC ___ exploded, 


| Apoſtle Peter , and will prove to be of dan- 
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Aapreme Authority , which every mans con- 


and unpartially determined. Two words one- 


conceived in the times of the Apoſtles,8 there- 


| beginning ofthe Reformation, have diſcovered 


T4 ; pos ; (ah 
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exploded,and is condemned by theApoſtle Pe- 
7er; the third ought not to be cenſuted: But that 


Interpretation which is Authenticall , and of 


. 
. 
4 
. 
# 
. 
* > 
. 


ſcience is bound to yeild unto , isef an higher | 
nature. And, although the Generall Councell _ 
Should reſolve it, & the Conſent of the Fathers | 
Should be had unto it, yet there muſt alwaies be 
place leftto the judgment of Diſcretion, as Da- 
venant, late Bishop of Salisbury,befide divers 0 
thers, hath learnedly madeappeare in his Book, 
De Tuaice Controverſtarum; where alſo the Power 
of Kings in matter of Religion , is ſolidly 


ly I adde ; one 3s ,. that notwithſtanding all 
that is pretended from Antiquity,a Bishop hav- 
ing ſole power of Ordination and Juriſdiction, 
will never be found in Prime Antiquity, The 
otheris, that many ofthe Fathers did, unwit- 
tingly, bring forth that Anzchriſt , which was: 


Es. 


fore are incompetent Judges in the Queſtion! 
of Hierarchy, And upon the other part , the 
Lights ofthe Chriſtian Church, at,and fince the 


many ſecrers , concerning the Antzchriſt and! 

his Frzerarchy , which were not knowne to for-. 

mer Ages: Anddiverſe of the learned , inthe; 

Roman Church, have not feared to pronounce, | 

That, whoſoever denies the true & literall _ | 
. 
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of many Texts of Scripture,to have been found 
out in thisIlaſt Age, is unthankfull to God, who 
hath ſo plentifully powred forth his Spirit upon 
| the Children of this Generation, & ungratefull 
| towards thoſe men, who with ſo great paines, ſo 
| happy ſucceſle , & ſo much benefit to Gods 
| Church, have travailed therein : This might be 
inſtanced in many places of Scripture : Ijoyne 
together D:otrephes and the Myſtery of Imquity, ER 
the one,as an old example of Church-ambition, _ 
which was alſo too palpable in the Apoſtles ; 
themſelves; And the other as a cover of Ambiti- 
on,afterwards diſcovered; which two, brought 
forth the greal M 'yſtery of the Papacy at laſt, | 
6.Although your Maj”: be not made a Judge 
of the Reformed Churches , yet you ſo farr2 
cenſure them, and their actions, as without Bis- 
hops,in your judgment, they cannot have a law- 
full Miniſtery, nor a due Adminiſtration ofthe 
Sacraments : Againſt which dangerous & de- 
ItructiveOpinion,T did alledge what I ſuppoſed, 
your Majeſty would not have denied , 1. That 
 Presbyters without aBishop, mayOrdaine other 
Presbyters. 2. 'That Bapriſme,adminiſtred by 
ſuch a Presbyter,is another thing than Baptiſme 
| adminiſtred by a private Perſon , or by a Mid- 
| wife. Of the firſt your Majefty calls for 
proofe: I told you before;that in Scripture, it is 
| maniteſt, x. Tim. 4. x4. Neglect not the Gift 
| that ts im Thee , which was given Thee by the ' 
C 2 Propheſee, 
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Offices of Bishop, and Presbyter were diſtinK ; 
yet doth not the Presbyter derive his power of 
Order , from the Bishop. The Evangelifts 


were inferior to the Apoſtles ; yet had they- 
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| Prophefie , with the laying on of the hands of the'; 

Presbytery ; 1o itis in the English Tranſlation: 
And the word Presbytery , ſo often as it s uſed 
in the New Teſtament , alwaies ſignifies the 
Perſons, and not the Office. Andalthough the 


their power, not from the Apoſtles , but from - 


Chriſt : The ſame affirme of the 70. Diſci-+ | 


ples, who had their power immediately from - 


Chriſt, nolefſe then the Apoſtles badtheirs. It 
may upon better reaſon be averred , that the 
Bishops have their power from the Pope , than 


that Presbyters have their power from the Pre- 


lats, . Itis true , Jerome faith , - Quid facit , ex- 


ceptd ordinatione Epiſcopus, quod non facit Pres- , | 
byter ; but in the ſame place he proves from. 


Scripture,that Epiſcopus & Presbyter are one and 


the ſame; and therefore when he appropriates 
Ordination to theBishop, he ſpeaketh of the de- 


generated cuſtome of his time. 2. Concerning 


Baptiſme,a privatePerſo may performe theex- | 
tE&tnall Action &Rites both of it and of the Eu- - 
chariſt; yet is neither of the two a Sacrament, or _ 
hath any efficacy,unlefle it be done by him that 
is lawfully called there unto,or by aPerſon made 
publique & clothed with Authority by Ordina- 


tion, This Errour in the matter of Baptiſme,is 


 begat 


@ * 
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| | 
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| begot by another Errour, ofthe Abſolute Ne- 
| ceflity of Baptiſme. OT Mrs 


- Ls 


7. Tothat which hath been ſaid,concerning 
your Majeſties Oath, Ishall adde nothing ; not 


being willing to enter upon the Queſtion , of 
| the ſubordination ofthe Churchto the Civill 


power,whether to King,or Parliament,or both, 


| or to either of them , in their owne place: 


Such an Headship as theKings of England have 


claimed , and ſuch a ſupremacy as the Houſes 


of Parliament crave , with Appeales fromthe 
ſupreme Ecclefiaſticall Indicature to-them as 
ſet over the Church , in the ſame line of Sub- 
ordination , I doe-utterly diſclaime upon 


fach Reaſons as give my ſelfefatisfaCtion , al- 
though no man $shall be more willing to ſubmit 
| to Civill Powers, each one in their owneplace ; 
| and moreunwilling to make any trouble then 
my ſelfe:; Onely concerning the application 
ofthe Generalls of an Oath , to the particular 
| cale now in hand ; under favour , Iconceive . 


not how the Clergy of the Church of England, 


1s, or ought to be principally intended, in your 
Oath : For, altnough they were efteemed to 


be the Repreſentative Church, yet eventhat 


15 for the benefit of the Church ColleCtive , 
Salus Populi, being Suprema Lex , and tobe 
principally intended. Your Majeſty knowes ic 


was ſo in the Church of Scoztland,where the like 


alteration was made, And, ifnothing of this 
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Kind can be done without the conſent of the 
Clergy, what Reformation can be expected in 


_ France , or Spaine , or Romeitelfe ? It is notto 
be expected, that the Pope, or Prelate will con- 


{ent to their owne ruine. 

_ 8. Iwillnotpreſume upon any ſecret know- 
ledge of the Opinions held by the King , your 
Majeſties Father, of famous Memory ; they be- 
ing much better knowne to your Majeſty. I did 
onely produce, what was profeſt by him, before 
the world : And although Prayers, and 'Teares 
be the Armes of the Church; yet, itis neither 
acceptable to God, nor conducible for Kings & 
Princes , toforce the Church toputon theſe 


Armes:Nor could Iever hearea reaſon, why a 
neceflary Detenfive Warre againſt unjuſt Vio- 
 Tenceis unlawtull , although it bejoyned with 


offence and invaſion which is intended for De- 


fence,but ſo that Armesare layed downe when 
the OffenſiveWar ceaſeth:by which it doth ap- 


peare,that the War on the other fide, was,in the 
nature thereof, Defenſive. 


9, Concerning the forcing of Conſcience, 
which I pretermitted in my other Paper , Iam 
forced now, but without forcing of Conſcien- | 
ce,to ſpeake of, Our Conſcience may be ſaid 
to be forced ; cither by our ſelves,or byothers. 


By our ſelves, 1, when we ſtop the eare ofour 
Conſcience and will not hearken , or give place 


to information , reſolving obſtinately , Nef- | 


per 'l uaſer is 3 


* 
- 
| 
| 
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| perſuaſerts, perſuadebis ; which is no lefſe thena 


reliſting ofthe Holy Ghoſt, & thg hardning of 
our hearts. 2, Or when we ſtop the moath and 
ſupptefle the clamours of ourConſcience;refol- 
ving rather to ſuffer the worme to gnaw, 8 the 
fire to burne inwardly , then to make profeſſion 


_ ofthat we are convinced to be 'Truth. 3. Or 


when we ſeare our Conſcience , as with an hot 


| Iron,that it becometh ſenſleſfe;which is the pu- 


nishment ofthe former: urito which is oppoſed, 
the truly 'Tender Conſcience;fuchas /ofrah had, 
2 Kings 22.19. Againe, 1.Our Conſcience is faid 
to be forced by others; when they obtrude upon 
us what is in it ſelfe evill and unlawfull; which if 
we admit , againſt our owne Conſcience , we 


 finne two waies ; oneis , by doing that which 


isin it ſelfe evill and unlawfull ; the other is, by 


| doing it againſt a diCtate of Conſcience, which 
| is a contempt of God, whoſe Vicegerent it is, 2 


Or when others urge us to doe that whichis in 


| itſelfe good, or may lawfully be done , but 


through erroar of Conſcience, we judge it to be 
evill, and unlawful : in this caſe, ifwe doe not 


that which is preſt upon us, we finne, becauſe 


the thing is good and lawfull : And if wedoe 
it, we finne ;- becauſe we doe againſt our 
Confcience. Which in this caſe binderh , but 
obligeth not: And yetthere is away to eſcape 
out of this labyriatn , it being re puguant to. 
the equity ofche will of Godto lay a Nocoey 
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offinningupon any man : 'The onely way is, 


to lay afide ſygh a Conſcience ; itbeing a part 

ofthe Old man : Which we are commanded 
to put off ; otherwiſe , we being ſufficiently 
informed, and yet cleaving to our olderrour, - 


we rather doe violence to our Conſcience our 
ſelves then ſuffer violence from others. The 


Application , for Anſwering the Qzere , ] 


leaye to your Majeſty. 


Newcaſile, 
June I7, 1646. 
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For Mr. Alex: Henderſon , 


In Reply to his ſecond Paper, 
June22.1646. 
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as 


a 


r.]It were arrogance , beſides lofſe of time, 


in Me to vie preambles with you ; For , it 


15 the truth T ſeek, and neither praiſe, nor vife- - 


TY 3 wherefore I shall only infiſt upon thoſe - 


things which are meerly neceſſary tomy owne 
fatisfaCtion ; in order to which , I defired the 
#//iſtance of fome Divines ; whereupon T will 
infiſt noturther, ſave anely to wish, that you 

may 
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may not ( as I have knowne many Men doe) 


looſe time by bzing miſtaken in the way to ſave 


it, wherein I have onely fought to disburden 


|. My felfe, «buttolay no blame upon you, and 


ſo Lleave it. 

2. Nor will Iſay more of the ſecond then 
this,thatI am glad you have ſo well approved 
of what I have ſaid concerning My Education 
and Reaſon ; but then remember , that another 


- -Mans will, isatleaſt, as weake a oround -, to 


build My Faith upon, as My former Eqduca- 
t10n. | 


3- Inthis there are two poiuts; Firſt, con- 


| cerning the Reforming power, then anent the 


E nglish Reformation ; For the firſt, T confeſle 
you now ſpeake clearly, which befare you did 
but darkly mention , wherein I shall mainly 
differ with you, untill you shall 5hew Me better 
reaſons : yet thus farre I will goe along with 
you, that when a Generall Ccuncell cannot be 
had , ſeverall Kingdomes may reforme them- 


ſelves, (which is learnedly and fully proved. . 


by the late 4rch-Bzehop of Canterbury 19 his dif- - 
putation againſt F:-her ) but, that the znferior 

Magiſtrates or People (take it which way you 
will ) have this power , Iutterly' deny ; For 
which,by your favour, you bave yet made no 
ſufficient proofe , to My judgement: Indeed, 
if you could have brought, or can bring autho- 
rity of Scripture, for this opinion, I would and 
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will, yet, with all reverence ſubmit; bur'as for 


your E xamples , out of the Old Teſtament 1 My 


mind, they rather makefor, than againlt Me, 
all thoſe reformat:ons being made by Kings ; 
and it is a good preanable (though I will not ſay 


convincang) Argument, that if God would have 


approved of a popular reformmg way , there 
were K?ngs of Judah and Iſrael{uthiciently neg- 
ligencand ill to have made ſuch examples by ; 
but by the contrary , the 16. Chap. of Numbers 
Shewes clearly , how God difapproves of ſuch 
courſes : but I forget this Afſertion is to be 
proved by you; yet I may put you inthe way, 
wherefore let me tell you, that this pretended 


power in the People, muſt { as all others) either 


be directly, or elſe declaratorily by approba- 
tion,given by God; which, as ſoon as you can 
doe, Iſ\ubmit; Otherwiſe your prove nothing: 
For the citing of private Mens opinions ( more 


then as they concurre with the general conſent 
of the Church in their time) weighs little with 
Me, it being too well known, that Rebels never. 


wanted Vriters to maintain their unjuſt attions; 


and though I much reverence Bizhop Jewets 
memory, I never thought him znfallble ; for 
Biſon ]remember well what opinion the Kg . 


My Father had of him for thoſe Opinions , and 
how He shewed him ſome favour in hope of his 
recantatton, (as His good nature made him do 


many things of that kind ) but whether he did, 
or 
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or not, I cannot ſay : To conclude this point, 
untill you shall prove this pg/itron by the word 
of Goa, (as I will Regall Authority) Ishall think 
all popular Reformation , little better than Re- 
belltons ; for. , I hold that no Authority us law- 1 
full but that which 45 etther azreitly given , or at | 


if 


| leaſt, approved by God. 21y,-Concerning the e 
 Enplith Reformation , the firſt reaſon you brin z 
why Q. Elzabeth did not finish it, 15, hep 


she tooke not away Epiſcopacy , the hints of reaſon 
againſt which Government, you lay I take no 
notice of”; now Ithought it was ſufficient no- 
| tice, yea and anſwer too, when 1 told you, a 
negative ( as I conceived ) could not be proved, 
and that it was for Me toprove the afjirma- 
tve; which I sball either doe,oryeild the Ar- 
oument, as ſfoone as I shall be affiſted with 
Bookes , orſuch Men of My opinjon, who, like 
you, have a Library in their braine : And ſo 
| Inwftleave this particular, votill TI be furni- 
| Shed with meanstoputitto an zfſue ; which had 
been ſooner done, if I could have had My will: 
7 indeed your ſecond well proved, is moſt ſuf- 
ficient, which is, that the English Church-Go- 
vernment is not butlded upon the foundation of 
| Chriſt and the Apoſtles ; but 1 conceive your 
probation of this, doubly defeCtive ; for firſt, 
albeit our Archb75hops and Brshops should have 
profeſſed Church-gevernment to be mutable 65 
ambulatory, conceive itnot ſufficient to prove 
your 
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your Afertion : and ſecondly, Tam confident 
you cannot prove, that moſt of them maintai- 


ned this walkzng poſition,(for ſome particulars 


muſt not conclude the generall)tor which you 
muſt find much better Arguments than their 
being content with the Conſtitution of -the 
Princes , or you will tall extreataly short : As 
for the retaining of the Roman leven, you muſt 


of it, I abſolutely deny-; for I averre , that 
without it, the Church can neither flourish, nor 
be happy : And for your laſt inſtance, you 
Shall doe well to shew the prohibition of our 
Saptour.againſt addition of more Officers in 
the Churchthan he named;and yet in one ſence 


| Idoenot conceive that the Church of England 


hath added any; for, an-Archbrichop is onely 


adiſtin&tion for order of Government , not a 
new Officer , and ſo of the reſt ; and of this 


* 


Church , and the authority and munificente of 


prove i, as well as fay it,” &lſe you lay little; 
Bur. that the canforming of. the Church arſci- 
plineto the vill policy , Should be a depraving 


kind, I believe there are diverſe now in Scotland 


tors of Aſſemblies, and others. = 
4. Where you find a Bzrhop, and Presbyter, 
in Scripture, tobe one and the ſame (which I 
deny to be alwaies ſo) it is in the Apoſtles time; 
now I think to prove the Order of Brshops ſuc- 
ceeded thatofrhe 4poffles, and that the name 


Was 


B 


which you will not condemne , as the Moderas 


: 
, 


 HuMajtsTiss third Paper, 4x 
was chiefly altered, in reverence to thoſe who 
were immediately choſen by our Savzour , (ai- 
beit, intheir time, they cauſed diverſeto be 
called fo, as Barnabas and others ) fo that, I 
believe, this Argument makes little for you: 
Asfor your proofe of the antiquity of Preſ- 
byterian Government , it is well that the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines at Weſtminſter can doe more 2 

then Zuſebius could ,and Ishall believe, when T | 
ſee it; for, your former Paper afftirmes, that 
thoſe times were very darke for matter of fact, 
and will be ſo ſtill for Me if there be no clearer 
Arguments to prove it, then thoſe you men- 
tion: for, becauſe there were averſe Congre- 
gations in Jeruſalem; ergo , what ? are there not 
d rvers Parishes tm one D:oceſs ? (your two firſt 
I arffwer but as one Argument) and becauſe 
the Apoſtles met with thoſe of the tnferior Or- 
aers,for Acts of Government ; what then? even 
ſoin theſe times doe the Deanes and Chapters, 
- and many times thoſe of the 7nferior Clergy at 
fiſt the Brchops ; butThope you will not pre- 
tend to ſay, that there was an equality between 
the Apoſtles and other Presbyters , which not 
being, doth (in My judgment) quite invalidate 
theſe Arguments : And if you can ſay no 
more for the Churches of Corinth , Epheſus , 
Theſſalonica, &c. then you have for Jeruſalem, 
it will gaine no ground on Me ; As for S. /e- 
rome, itis'well kcowne that he was no great 
Friend 
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Friend to Bzshops, as being none himſelfe , yet GE 
take him altogether , and you will find that he 
makes acleer diltinCtion between a Bzshep and 


a Presbyter,as your {elf confeſſes; but the truth 
is, he was angry with thoſe who maintained 
Deacons to be equall to Presbyters. 

5. I am well fatisfied with the explanation 
of your meaning concerning the word Fallacy, 
though I thinke to- have had reaſon for ſaying 
what I did: But by your favour, I doe: not 


of my Argument, for when you, and I differ 
upon the znterpretation of Scripture, and I ap- 
peale to the prattiſe of the Primitive Church, 
and the untverſall conſent of the Fathers, to be 
judge between us, ene thinks you should either 
find a fitter, or ſubmit to what IT offer; newher 
of which (to My underſtanding) you have yet 
done; not have you snewne how, waving thoſe 
Iudges I appeale unto,the miſchiefe, of the in- 
terpretation by private Spirits, can be preven=- 
ted. Indeed, if I cannot prove by antiquity, 
that Ordination and Turiſd:#ton. belongs to 
Bichops , (thereby cleerty diſtinguishing them 


from other Presbyters ) I shall then begin to 


miſdoubt- many of My former foundations ; 


(as for Bishop Davenant,he is none of thoſe , to 


whom I have appealed, or will ſubmit unto) 
but for the exception you take to Fathers, 1 


take ittob2a beg ging of the Quſtion; as like- 
wiſe 


conceive that you have anſwered the ſtrength - 
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| wiſe. thoſe great diſcoveries of ſecrets , not 
| knowne to former Ages, I shall call new 7n- 
vented fancies , untill particularly you hall 
prove the contrary ; and for your Roman Au- 
thors, it is no great wonder for them to ſeek 
shifts whereby to maintain Noveltzes , as well 
as the Puritans : As for Church-ambition , it 
doth not at all terminate, in ſeeking to be 
Pope ; for, Itakeit tobe no point of humility 
to endeavour to be mmadependent of Kings , 1t 
being poſſible, that Papacy in a multitude may 
be as dangeronsas In one. 

6. AsTam no Judge over the Reformed 
Churches, ſo neither doe / cenſure them , for 
many things may be avowable upon neceſs:ty, 
which otherwaies are walawfull ; but know, 
once for all , that Iefteeme nothing the better 
becauſe it is done by ſucha particular Church . 
( though' it were by the Church of England, 
which I avow moſt to reverence) but I eſteem 
that Church meſt , which comes neareſt to the 
purity of the primittve Dofrine and Diſcipline, 
asT believe this doth : Now concerning 0rd:- 
nation , I bad you prove that Presbyters with : 
out a Brshop mightlawfully ordaine , which yet 
TIconceive you have not done; For,2 Tim. 1.6. 
| it is, evident that Saint Paul was at Timothzes 
_ | eratnation ; And albeit thatall the ſeventy had 

_ their power immediately from Chriſt, yet it is 
as evident that our Saviour made a clear di- 


Rinction 


— a — — ——  — —— _— 
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ſtinCtion between the twelve Apoſtles and thi 

L PPE AY reſt of the Diſctples,which is ſet down by thre 

4 | of the Evangeliſts, whereof Saint Marke call 

F it an ordination , Mark 2. 1.5. and S.Luke ſayey 

«nd of them he choſe Twelve , Gc. Luke 6,13 

; : onely S. Matthew doth but barely enumerate 

I ___ themby their names of diftinEtion , Ma. x0. 

; GR I ſuppoſe out of modeſty, himſelte being onal 
and the other two being none are more parti 
cular:For the adminiſtration of Baptiſm , giving, 
but not granting what you ay , it makes more” 
for Me then you: but I will not engage up. 
on new Queſtions, not neceflary for My . pur- | 

TT», pole. ; Yu 

7. ForMy Oath, you doe well not to enter! 

upon thoſe Queſtions you mention; and you!! 

had done as well to have omitted your in-' 
ſtance; but, out ofdiſcretion , Idefire you tokj 
collect your Anſwer out of the laſt Section 

and for your Argument , though the intention 

of My Oath be for the good of the Church col 

leftive, therefore can I be diſpenſed withall by” 

others than the repreſentative B ody * certainl 5 

no more than the People can diſpence with 

-. Me for any 0aths Itook 1n their favours, with; 

out the two Houſes of Parkament ; as for future: 

reformations, I will onely te}l you that mncoms * 
moaum non ſoluit Argumentum. RY 
'8. Forthe King my Fathers opinion, if 
were not to ſpend time (as I believe) necdlebuy | 
I could: : 
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[f could prove by living, and writtenteſtimos 


for His perſwaſion in theſe points which I now 
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ſ nies, all, and more, then I have faid of Him; 


JM maintaine ; and for your deferifrve Warre, as T 
Y doc acknowledge ita great finne for any Kng 
WM to oppreſſe the Church , ſo I hold it abſolutely 
MF: unlawful for S»bje#5(upon any pretenice whats 
;M loever) to make Warre ( though defenſive) as 
7] gainſt their /awfull Soverargne ; againſt which 
{| no lefle' proots will make Me yeild but Gods 

| 0rd;and let Me tell you,that upon fueh points 
| a theſe, mſtances , as well as compariſons , are 


oatotts, © ws 
9. Laſtly,you miſtake the Qzere in my firſt 
Paper to which this pretends to anſwer ; for my 


Queſtion was-not concerning force off Argu- 


ments (forT never doubted the lawfulnefle of 


I it) but force of Armes, to which , I conceive, it 


laies little or nothing, unlefle(after My ex- 
ample)you retet Me to the former Section; that 


which it doth, is meerly the as4ing of the &.1e- 


ſton, after a fine diſcourſe of the {eyeral wayes 


of perſ wading _ rather than forcing of con= 
ſcience : Tcloſe up this Paper, defiridg youto 


take notice, that there is none of theſe Sections 
-| butTcould have enlarged to many morelines, 


ſometo whole pages; yet I choſe to be thus 
brief, knowing you will underſtand more by a 


word than others by along diſcourſe ; truſting 
likewiſe to your ingenuity, that reaſon epito- 


mized, 


Jy 
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Ag mized , will weigh as much with you as if it!| 
b+4- were at large, = 


Tute 22.1646. 
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For His Majeſtie. 
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; 4 | Concerning the Authority ofthe Fathers, 
* | and practiſe ofthe Church, 
5 oY ſuly 2. 1646. 


Mr. Alex : Henderſon” s third Paper, | | 
H Aving in my former Papers prefled the} 
*—*ſteps of your Majeſties Propoſitions | 
and finding by your Majeſties laſt Pas 

_ per , Controverſies to be multiplied , ( I bea} 
lieve ) beyond your Majeſties intentions in the! 
beginning ; As concerning the Reforming| 
Power : The Reformation of the Church of Eng+| | 
land ; The difference betwixt a Birhop and @| 

1 Presbyter ; The warrants of Presbyterian Go Y 

Y4  vernment ; The Authorty of 1 nterpreting $ cripa| 

_ HE _ ture ; The taking and keeping of Puplique 


Oathes ;\ 
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| | I gather | ; The forcing of Conſcience ; and many 


{ other inferior; and ſubordinate Queſtions ; 


| | fics All which ina fatisfa&tory mannet to de- 
þ | termine in tew words , Ileave to more preſu- 
| ping Spirits, who either ſee no knots of Difhi- 
| |tulties , of can find a way rather tocut them 
x aflinder, than tounlooſe them: yet wil Inotuſe 
ay Tergiverſation; nor doe I decline to offer 
my humble Opinion with the Reaſons thereof, 
n there owne time concerning each of them; 
which in obedience to your Majeſties com- 
mand , I have begun to doe already. Onely 
{4 Sir, by your Majeſties favourable permiſsion; 
: | forthe greater expedition, and chat the preſent 
. | relitations may be brought to ſome iflue, Iam 
| | bold to entreat that the Method may be a 
{little altered , and I may have leave now 
7 o begin at a Principle, and that which shoald 
F| have been, enter Precogntta; 1 meane the Rule; 
{ [by which we are to proceed, &to determine the 
| preſent Eontroverſte of Church policy ;; without 


{ [athred to wind us out againe. In your Majeftics 
} | firſt Paper-., the univerſal cuſtome of the Pri- 


| |mitrve Aur ch , 1s conceived to be the Rute: In. 


| [the ſecond Paper, Section the 5. The praffiſe of 
| [the Primizve Church , and the wntverſall con- 
| |{ent of the Fathers, is made a convincing Argu= 
| [ment when the [nterpretation of Scripture is 
b D 2 doubt- 


{] which are: Branches of thoſe maine Controver- 


which we will beled into a labyrmth, and want 


| * \» 
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formation of Rel igion. 


bh 


"I 


doubtfull; In your third Paper, Sect. x. the fras. 


ftice of the Primitive Church,and the untverſall CORA, 


ſent of the Fathers , is made Judge ; and Iknoyy; 
- ng nothing is more ordinary in this Queſth 


an , then toalleage Ant:quity , perpeteall Sy 
caſt 20N , untverſall Conſent of the Fathers ». A 
the wniyerſall prafiſe of the Primitwve Chat 
according to the Rule of Auguſtine , "21 


. wiverſa tenet Eccleſia , nec & Conſe lio inſtuth: | 
© "tum. ,, ſed ſemper retentum eſt , non , mft Aw. | 

£ - thoritate Apaſrolics , traditum rect ſame credi«. 

RT a Zur, There is inthis Argument at the firſt view, | 

 #o much appearance of Reaſon , thar it may | 


* -*4pmch worke upon a modeſt mind ; yet very 
| _ * Fell examinedand rightly weighed, i will by 


{ 


jund tobe of no great weight; tor beſides yh 
the minor will never be made good in the bel 
balte of a Dzoceſan Brchop , having ſole powel 
of Ordination, and Jurildiction., there beirigh 
wultitade of Fathers, who maintaine that Bia 
hop, and Presbyter are of one and the ſame Order gil 
Shall humbly offer ſome few Coker 
bout the major , becauſe it hath been an ws | 
to many dangerous Errors , and hath proviel| 
a mighty hinderance, and obſtruction to Re 


;\ 


x. Firſt, Idefire it may be confidered, thilf: 
whiles ſome make two Rules for definin gCot jv. 
troverfies ; the word of God, and antiquity 
which they wall have to be received 


b 
a 
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'# equall veneration) or, as the Papiſts cail them, 

"| (anontcall* Authority , and Catholicall Tradition; 

39 and others , make Serjpture to be the onely WR 
1 Rule , and Antiquity the authentick Interpres _ - 
W-7/7; the latter ofthe two ſeemes to me to be the —_ . = 
Foreater%rrour : becauſe the firſt ſetteth up a 

+. arrallel, jn.the fame degree with Scripture;but *. 

q *:niswould create a Superior, ina higher degree + -- xl 
f1. above Scripture : For the znterpretation + grad 3% z : M0 
*1 Fathers shall be the A), and accounted the ©" i 
4 very Cauſe and Reaſon for which we cqnceive 

. | and believe ſach a place of Scripture to have ©: * 

” ſuch aſence; and thus, Men shall have Domis ,:- 
1 nion over our Faith, againft 2 Cor. 1. 24. Our: N 
a faith Shall ſtand inthe wiſedome of man , and. "F- 
44 ootin the power of God, x Cor. 2. 5. and Scripps © 
A ture $hall be of private interpretation ; For the WY 
i Propheſie came not of old by the will of man, 

A 2 Pet. 1.20,22. Nift homini Deus placuerit, Dus 

MW 12022 erit, Tomo jam Deo propitins efſe debebit, ſaith 

1 Tertullian. OD 

4 .2. That Scripture cannot be Authentical- 


*s 
. : 
TS 
+ 


{| 1y interpreted but by Scripture , is manifeſt 
| from Scripture: The Levites gave the ſenſe of 
W the Law by noother means, butby Scripture it £ 
4 lf, Neh.'8. 8. OurSaviour for example tous, 
4 | gave thetrue ſenſe of Scripture , againft the de- 
4] Pravations of Satan , by comparing Scripture 
+ | With Scripture,and not by alleaging any 'Teſti- 
z. | Monles out ofthe Rabbins , Mat. 4. And the 
gs D:;-- Apoltlcs, 
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Apoſtles, in their Epiſtles, uſed no other helpy 
but the diligent comparing of Propheticalh 
writings; like as the Apoſtle Peter, will have. 
us to compare the clearer light ofthe Apoſtles, 
with the more obſcure light of the Prophets..24 
Pet.x.19. And when we betake our {clves to tha} 
Fathers, we hayeneed to take heed, that, wi 
the Papiſts, we accule not the Scriptures of ob 
{curity , or imperfection. oe in th +1 
3- The Fathers themſelves (as they are cited | 
by Proteſtant Writers ) hold this Conclufion, ' 
that Scripture is not to be interpreted , but by | 
Scripture it ſelte:'To this purpoſe, amongſt many 
other Teſtimonies , they bring the ſaying of | 
Tertullian, Surge veritas , iſa $ cripturas Fuas th, | 
terfretare,quam Conſuctudo non novit ; nam fi no: 
feet, non efſet : it it knew Scripture , it would. 
be ashamed of it ſelfe , and ceaſe to be any { 
_ Fr EE 
4, That ſome Errors have been received, 
and continued for a long time, in the Church: ' 
The Error of Free will beginning at Juſtin Mar. 1 
tyr, continued till the time of Reformation , ak 
though it was rejetted by Auguſtine , as the Diz 
vine Right of Epiſcopacy was oppoſed by others, 
The Error about the Vifion of God , That the” 
Souls of the Saints departed, ſee rotthe face"; 
of God, till the Judgement of the Great Day, *| 
was held by univerſal Conſent : the ſame may bt-* 
faid of the error of the Mullenaryes; and , which | 
, NI gn” 
" 
; 
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more nearly toucheth upon the preſentQueſti- 
on, the Ancients erred grolly about the Antz- 
chriſt, and Myſtery of Iniquity,which did begin to 
worke 1n the dayes of the Apoſtles. Many other 


_ Inſtances might be brought to prove the unz- 
1 w#r/all prattiſe of theChurch,as were not warranted 
q 'by tne Apoftles; asinthe Rites of Baptiſme and 
"1 Prayer ; and the forming up and drawing to- 
| gether ofthe Articles of that Creed,that is cal- 
| led Symbolum Apoſtolicum ; the obſervation of 


many Feaſts, and Faſfs boxh Aniverſary, and 
Weekly. oy 
5. That it is not a matter ſo incredible,or ime 
poſſible, as ſome would have it appeareto be, 
for the Primitive Church to have made aſud- 
den defection from the Apoſtolicall purity : 


| ] The people of [/rael, in the short time of Moſes 
' 4 Hhisabſence on the Mount,turned afide quickly, 


and fell into horrible Idolatry,Ex0d. z 2. Soone 
after the death of Toſuah,and the Elders that had 
ſeen the great works, which the Lord had done 
for 1frael,there aroſe another Generation after 


them, whichdidevill inthe fight ofthe Lord, 


Juag.2.& 7.Spone after the buldin goftheTem- 


| ple,andetling of Religion by Davidand Sqlo. 


mon,the worship of God was defiled with Ido- 


latry:when Rehoboam had eſtablished rheKing- | 


dome, he forſook the Law of the Lord, and all 
[ſrae] with him, 2 Chron. 12. 1. And the Apoſtle 


ſayes to the Galatians, Gal. 1. 6, I marvell that 


Do 
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0s are ſo ſoone. remaved unto another Gof] 


why then $hall we thinke it ſtrange , that 


the matter of Diſcipline , there should b 
ſudden defection, eſpecially it being begur 
the time of the Apoſtles ? I know it i 
common Opinion , but 1 believe there be 
ſtrong reaſons for it, that the Church wh. 


was neareſt the times of the Apoſtles was! 


| moſt pure and perfect Church PEE” 


6. Thatit is impoſsible to come to the kno 
ledgeofthe univerſall Conſent and Practice 
the Primitive Church : for many of the Fath 
wrotenothing atall , many of their writings 
perished , (it may be that both of theſe h 
diflented from the reft) many of the W riti! 
which we have under their names are ſuppol 
tius, & counterfeit,eſpecially about Epiſcopa 
which was the foundation of Papall Prima 
The Rule of Auguſtine afore mentioned | 
too much favour Traditions , and is not to 
admitted, without cautions , and exceptions 
Many the like Conſiderations may be add 
but theſe may be ſufficient to prove, that! 
unanimous Conſent of the Fathers , and | 
univerſal practice of the Primitive Church 


no ſure ground of Authenticall interpretat 


of Scripture, Tremember of a grave Div. 


in Scatland , mych honoured by K: lame 
bappy IMNCemory , who did often | profc 
that he did learne more of ons Page of 7 


(alt 


; 1 Calvin, thenofa whole Treatiſe of Anguſt 
In . | nozcan there be any good reaſon,( many there 
2 | beagainft it) why the Ancients should be ſo 


HJ 


% 
. 


ne: 


farre preferred tothe Moderne DoQtors of the 
Reformed Churches, andthe one in a manner 


. | Deified, and the other vilified : Itis but a poor 


chi] Reaſonthat ſome give , Fama miratrix ſemorts . 


the] ev, and is abundantly anſwered by the Apolo- 


athers | 
gs are. 
have : 
1tings |» 
Dofiti- | 
PACY» ''þ 
Nacy: | 
doth -* 
to-be | 


ns. 


ation 


# 
« 


mes of 
ffefle * 
John” 
afvin, 


"1 giſt for Divine Providence. If your Majeſty be 
{till unſatisfied concerning the Rule , 1know | 


' rotto what purpoſe Ishould proceed or trou- 


| ble your Majeſty any more, 


Newcaſtle, 
ſaly 2.1646. 
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| TO Shew a better way for clearing of the 
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"For Mr. Alex: Henderſon, 
July 3.1646. 
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Hi M AIESTIES fourth Paper. 
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Scripture, I Shall very willingly follow the 
method you have begun in your third Paper; but 
Idoe not conceive, that My laft Paper multi- 
plies more Controverſies thanMy firſt gave oc- 
caſion for; haying been ſo far from augmenting 
the Heads of our Diſputation , that I have o- 
mitted the anſwering many things , in both 

DS -o2—0 
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54 Hu M a)E S TI ESfourth Paper. 


Jour Papers, expreſly to avoid raiſing of r 


and needlefle Queſtions ; defiring to have c 
{o many debated , as are ſimply necefſar 
Shew , whether, or not, 1 may with a ſafe « 


[caence grue way to the alteration of Chu 


Governmentin England; and indeed I like 

ry well,to begin with the /etl:ng of the Rule , 

which Weare to proceed, and determine 

preſent Contreverſie ; to which parpole ( z 
conceive)My third Papershewes you an ex 

lent way; for there, I offer you a Judge 
tween us, or defire you to find out a bet 
which , to My judgement , you haye not 

done, (though you have ſought to. inyalid 
Mine) For, 1f you underſtand to have offe 
the S$cripturethough no Man sball pay m 
reverence,nor fubmit more humbly to it, t] 
My ſelf; yet We muſt find ſome rule to ju 
betwixtus, when you and I differ upon the 
terpretatzon of the ſelfe-ſame 'Text, or it 
never determine our Queſtions; as for 

ample, Iay you miſapply that of 2 Cor. x. 
to Me(let others anſwer for themſelves ) fc 
know not how I make other Men to hape dt 
non oper My Faith , when ] make them on 
ſerve to approve My reafon ; nor doe I conc« 
how , 1 (er.2.5.can be applied to this purp 
For there Saint Paul onely shewes the di 
rence between D:vine, and Ffrumane Eloqui 
making no mention of any kind of znterpr 
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Hi MAJETTIES fourth Paper. xy 
ton throughout the whole Chapter, as indeed 
Saint Peeter does, 2 Per. 1.20. which I conceive 


| makes for Me; for , fince that no Propheſi e of 
Scripture 1s of any private mterpretation ; Firſt, 


] inferre , that Scripture is to be Interpreted ; 
for elſe, the Apoſtle would have omitted the 
word Private : Secondly, that at leaſt the con- 
ſent ofmany learned Divinesis neceffary , and 
ſo & fortiore , that of the Catholique Church , 
ought tobe an authentique Tudge , when Men 


differ: And is it a good Argument ? becauſe 
(Mat. 4.4.7.10.)Scripture is beſt interpreted by 


it ſelfe, therefore that all other interpretations 
are nnlawfull > certainly you cannot thinke : 
Thus having shewed you that We differ, about 
the meaning of the Scripture,and are like to do 
ſo ; certainly there ought to be for this, as well 
as other things, a Retle, Or 4 Tuage between us, 
to determine our differences, or, at leaſt, to. 
make our probations, and Argu ments Rele- 
vant; therefore evading, for this time, to An- 
ſwer your 6 Confiderations ( nct I affure you 
for the difficulty ofthem , but the ſtarting of 
new Queſtions) I defire you onely to shew Me 
a better,than what 1 have oftered unto you. 


7 = © 


Newesſth, 
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For Mr. Alex : Henderſon, 
| Aparticular Anſwer to MF. Alex : Henaerſo 
= Paper July 2.1646. 


Hi MAIESTIES fifth Paper. 
Ntill you shall find ont a fitter way to dec 


y our Difference in Opinion concerning 4 
terpretation of Scripture than the Conſent 
the Fathers , and the untverſall Praftice of 
Primitive Church , Tcannot but paſſe you? 
Judgment anent thoſe 6 Conſiderations, whi 
you offered to invalidate thoſe Authorit! 
that I ſo much reverence. 
I. In the firft you mention two Rules for 
fining of Controverſies , and ſeeke a moſt « 
way to confute them , (as I think ;) For you 
leage, that there is more attributed to them , tl 
I believe you can prove, by the Conſen 
moſt learned Men (there being no Quelt: 
put there are alwaies ſome flattering Fo 
thar can commend nothing but with hyper 
lick expreſſions) and you know that ſpp 
quolibet , ſequitur quidl;bet ; beſides doe 1 
tbinke, that albeit ſome 1gnorant Fello\ 
 $hould attribute more power to Presbyters, t 
- reallydueuntothem, that thereby their 
— | - Revere 
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Hu M a} EST t ts fift Paper,  : 
reverence, and authority is diminished ? . So I 
| ſeenoreaſon why I may not ſafely maintaine 
2r/ong, | that the [nterpretation of Fathers, is a moſt ex- 
__* | cellent ſtrengthning to My Opinion, though 
| Others 'should attribute the Cauſe and Reaſor. 
' | oftheir Faith unto it. 
| 2. Asthereisno Queſtion, but that Serip- 
_ zure is the farre beſt Interpreter of it ſelfe , ſo I. 
| ſee nothing in this, negatively proved, to ex- 
clude any other, notwithſtanding your poſt- 
ent of | tive affirmation. = - 
of the | 3. Norinthenext, for I why. you will not 
2u My | bethe firſt to condemne your felfe, Me, -and 
which | innumerable Others,who yet unblamably have 
ritizs, | nottyed themſelves to this Rule. - 
4. 1f in this you onely intend to prove, that 
or de., | Errers were alwaies breeding in the Church , 1 


t old Shall not deny it, yet that makes little (as 
ou al». *| conceive)to your purpoſe; but if your meaning 
then. | be:, to' accuſe the univerſal .Pratice of the 
ent of | ' Church with Error, 1 muft ſay it isavery bold 
ſtion, | undertaking; and, {if you cannot juſtitie your 
ooles | ſelfebycleareplaces in Scripture) much to be 
27bo- | blamed, wherein you muſt not alleage, thatto 
poſta | be univerſally received, which was not, as 1 
you {| dareſay, that the Controverſie about Free will, 
wes, was never yet decided, by Occamemcall , of 
than Generall Councell ;, nor muſt you preſume to 
ruſt 'call thatan Error , which really the Catholique 


ence | Church maintained (as in Rites of Baptiſme, 
= | = Formes 


a v, 
42 2.7 


F8 HuMajEsSTIESfift Paper. 
Formes of Prayer , Obſervation of Fea 
Faſts, &Cc.) except you can prove it ſo by 
Word of God; and it is not enough to 
that ſuch athing was not warranted by the 
poſtles, but you muſt prove by their Dor: 
thatſach athing was unlawfull, or elſe the P:; 
fice of the Church is warrant enough for 
to follow, and obey thar Cuſtome, whartſoe 
it be, and thinke it good , andsball beheve t] 
the Apoffles Creed was made by them , (fu 
Reverence 1 beare to tie Churches Trad 
untill other Authors be certaivly found out. 
5. Twas taught that de poſſe adeſſe was! 
good Argument; and indeed to Meit is inet 
dible, that any cuſfome of the Catholique Chu 
was erroneous, which was not contradicted , | 
orthodox ; learned Men; inthe times of- thi 
firſt Praf&tice , as 1s eafily perceived that 
thoſe Defefions were, (ſome of ther may 
juſtly called Rebelrons ) which you mention. 
6. Idenyitis?mpoſsible; (though I confe 
it difficult) to come to the knowledge of t 
; univerſall Conſent , and Prafice of the Pray 
f; tzve Church, theretore I contefle a Man oug 
to be careful! how to believe things of t] 
rature ; whetefore I conceive this to be one 
an Argument for Cavtion. 
My Concluſion is, that albeit Inever efte 
med any Authority equall to the Scripture 
yet 1 doe thinke the unanimous Conſent of. 
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Toa ſti Weathers, and the univerſal Praftice of the Pri- © 


J | 


y the * all Interpreters of God's word, and conſequently 


\, Hhefitteft Judges between Me, and you, when 
- ſyediffer,. untill you shall find Me better : For 
-[xample, 1 thinke you for the preſent, the beſt 
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jnittve Church , to be the beſt and moſt Authentt. 


Preacher in New-Caſtle, yet I believe you may 


as TW 


ſ 


AE try 


[crre,and poſlibly a better Preacher may come; 


but till then; muſt retaine My Opinion. 


E&; R, 
| Newcaftle, owe, 
Tuly I6. I646. 
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P Ape 16, Line 4. anothers, read another, 
* Page19.Line 2. nothing, read nothing is. 
Page 36. Line 16. I it, read ir. 
Page 37. Line 18. with, read from. 
Page 38. Line 5. Preamble, read probable. 
Page 38. Line 18, your, read you, 
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